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For some time yet Alfonso had difficulties with the Castilian and Galician
nobles, who wished to assert their absolute independence; with his step-
father, Alfonso of Aragon, with whom he came to terms which cost
Castile the territory of Villorado and Calahorra (to the north-east of the
present province of Logrono), and the provinces of Guipuzcoa and Alava;
and with the Countess Teresa and her son and heir, Alfonso Enriquez,
who finally submitted and renewed the feudal oath to Castile (1137).

Three years before this last date, Alfonso I of Aragon died without
leaving any direct heir. The Castilian king put forward claims to the
Aragonese throne, and invaded first Navarre and the Basque provinces,
and later Aragon, seizing the capital, Saragossa (1136); but he relin-
quished it in 1140, having come to an agreement with the husband of
Petronilla, the new Queen of Aragon, that he should be recognised as
feudal overlord of the Aragonese kingdom, and that Castile should
retain the north-eastern territory up to the Ebro, which thus became the
boundary between the two kingdoms on that side.

Alfonso VII now renewed the war against the Muslims, who had
naturally benefited from the internal troubles of the Christian kingdoms.
Fortunately for the latter, the causes of weakness among the Almoravides
and the Arab kingdoms of the north and east which still retained their
independence were becoming more and more accentuated The kings
of the Almoravides had become demoralised by the wealth and the mild
climate of Southern Spain; they had given up their former hardy and
warlike habits, thus producing profound and general discontent among
the Muslims, which found expression in constant insurrections and wide-
spread anarchy, soon seized on by some bold leaders as an opportunity
for declaring themselves independent of 'All and his successor Tashfin
(1143-1145). There was now practically another period of disintegra-
tion such as that which followed the fall of the Caliphate of Cordova.
At the same time the African possessions of the Almordvides were
threatened by a fresh uprising of African tribes, coming this time from
the Atlas, who rallied round the banner of religious reform and set up
a powerful state. They took the name of Almohades (Muwahhid), which
in Arabic means Unitarians, and they demolished the empire of the
Almoravides (1125), in spite of the assistance of troops sent to Africa by
the monarch resident in Spain.

This new period of decomposition in the Muslim power coincided as
regards Castile with the anarchy of Urraca's reign and the early days of
Alfonso VII. In Aragon, on the other hand, it corresponded with the
reign of Alfonso I, whom his contemporaries surnamed the Warrior
(Batallador), and favoured him in his capture of Saragossa (1118) and
the neighbouring regions of the north, west, and south. The Muslims
tried to recapture Saragossa, but were defeated by Alfonso at Cutanda
(1120). This victory emboldened the king, who entered on a campaign
of invasion towards Valencia, Murcia, and eastern Andalusia (1125)
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